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counties, with a general survey of the geology of the State, and 
special reports on the economic geology. Considerable space is 
given to palaeontology, Mr. S. A. Miller contributing a catalogue 
of fossils found in the Hudson river, Utica slate and Trenton 
groups, as exposed in the south-east part of Indiana, south-west 
part of Ohio and the northern part of Kentucky; while Prof. J. 
S. Newberry supplies a list of certain sub-carboniferous fishes, 
with descriptions of several new species ; among them teeth 
much like those of the living rays, especially Myliobatis, the writer 
expressing " little doubt that they represent the oldest and most 
gigantic members yet known of the ray family." A good deal 
of space is devoted to the archaeology of the State, but the chief 
interest of the report lies in the full account of the famous Wy- 
andotte cave, illustrated by a large map. The geology and topog- 
raphy of the cavern, with adjoining caves, is given in detail, and 
for the first time we have mapped out one of the largest and most 
beautiful grottoes in the world. On one of the maps illustrating 
the reports is laid down the position of the numerous caves 
occurring in the subcarboniferous limestone called the St. Louis 
or cavernous limestone. Appended are Prof. Cope's observations 
on Wyandotte cave and its fauna, revised for this report. 

Hyatt's Common Hydroids, Corals and Kchinoderms. 1 — This 
is the fifth brochure of the series of Guides for teachers of sci- 
ence in schools. It is intended to supply such information as 
they need in teaching and are not likely to get from other 
sources. The style is clear and attractive, and the illustrations 
fresh and good enough for the purpose, and some of them drawn 
by Mr. Van Vleck for the book. In this connection we may 
draw attention to what was done the past winter by the Boston 
Society of Natural History, through its custodian, Prof. Hyatt. 
It was found in October that the assistance of the society was 
earnestly desired by those interested in the proper introduction 
of the study of nature in our public schools and in the cultivation 
of a faculty for observation among the school children, and it 
was resolved to institute appropriate courses of lessons for the 
teachers, if the means of paying expenses could be raised by 
donations. The necessary funds were secured by two ladies who 
are inembers of the society, which may congratulate itself upon 
such evidence of the activity and usefulness of this new class of 
its members. Fortunately for their success, these ladies met with 
appreciation from Mrs. Augustus Hemenway, without whose 
assurances of support and interest the society would not have 
dared to begin these courses at an estimated cost of three thou- 
sand dollars. Many of the schools contributed, in varying sums, 
to the amount of seven hundred and twenty-six dollars. The 

1 Boston Society of Natural History. Guiles for Silence Teaching. No. V, Com- 
mon Hydroids, Corals and Echinoderms. Ky Ali'heus Hyatt. Boston, Ginn & 
Ileaih, 1879. 121110, pp. 32. 
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rest of the subscription was made up by ladies, many of whom 
have been long known as patrons of similar undertakings or 
interested in public education. 

Notwithstanding this generous assistance, it would not have 
been possible to carry on the several courses without the friendly 
aid of other institutions and individuals. The Institute of Tech- 
nology very generously placed Huntington hall at the service of 
the society, upon the payment of a mere nominal sum for the 
heating and care of the same. The Museum of Comparative 
Zoology gave hundreds of duplicate specimens ; and several 
assistants and students of the society and institute gave material 
assistance. The Parker House and Young's Hotel gave freely 
such parts of birds as were needed to illustrate one lecture. All 
the teachers attending these lectures have been furnished with 
sets of specimens, amounting sometimes to ten or more, which 
they have studied under the direction of the lecturer, and taken 
away with them to use subsequently in their own instruction. In 
this way about one hundred thousand specimens have been dis- 
tributed, and it is known that they have already materially assisted 
many teachers. Since this sort of lecturing was first instituted 
in the fall of 1871, under the patronage of Mr. John Cummings, 
there have been studied and distributed to teachers of the public 
schools about seventy-five thousand specimens of minerals, rocks, 
plants and animals. The applications for tickets rose during these 
years from fifty-five to one hundred and sixty-six, and during the 
present course to six hundred and sixteen, with an average attend- 
ance of about five hundred. 

Recent Books and Pamphlkts. — Oversigt 6fer de af sven-ka Expeditionenia 
till Novaja Semlja och Jenissej 1875 och 1876 insamlade Hafs-Mollusker. Af Wil- 
helm Leche; 4to, pp. 86, pi. 2. (Extr. Kongl. Suenck. Veten-Akad. Handl., 
Bindet 16, No. 2.) Stockholm, 1878. From the author. 

Uber die Entwickelung des Unterarms and Unterschenchels bei Chiroptera. Von 
Wilhelm Leche. 8vo, pp. 16, I pi. (Extr. Bihang till Kongl. Svens. Vet. Acad. 
Handlingar, Bd. 5, No. 15.) Stockholm, 1879. From the author. 

The Medical Herald. 8vo, Vol. 1, No. 3, July, 1879. Louisville, Ky. From 
the editor. 

The Gardener's Monthly, Vol. xxi, No. 247, July, 1879. Phila. From the editor. 

The Sanitarian, Vol. VII, No. I.xxv, June, 1879. New York. From the editor. 

The OSlogist, Vol. IV, No. 10, May, 1879. Utica, N. Y. From the editor. 

The Medical and Surgical Reporter, Vol. XL, No. 26, June 28, 1879. Philadel- 
phia, 1879. 

Journal of the Cincinnati Society of Natural History, Vol I, No. 4. 8vo, pp. 
159-184. Cincinnati, 1S79. From the Society. 

The Journal of the Franklin Institute. Vol. evil, No. 642, June, 1879. Phila- 
delphia. From the Institute. 

The Meteorologist, Vol. I, No. 5. July, 1879. Greensburg, Pa. From the editor. 
Thevetia iccotli and its glucoside. By David C'erna, M.D. 8vo, pp. 6. Phila- 
delphia, Pa., 1879. From the author. 

Estudio del Terremoto del 17 de Mayo de 1879. Por Mariano Barcena. i2mo, 
pp. 8. Mexico, 1879. From the author. 



